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Synopsis

THIS EDITION HAS BEEN REPLACED BY A NEWER EDITION This authoritative and up-to-date
reference work is the perfect music guide for home, students, teachers and professional musicians.
It provides core biographical material for over 2,000 composers from the Middle Ages to the
present, and it carefully defines musical forms, instruments and terms, as well as specific musical

works.
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Customer Reviews

This paperback is a "gold mine" of clear and well-written definitions and answers for the musically
curious --of virtually any level of musical knowledge. Expert definitions and fascinating facts about

music and musicians. Flip through any of the pages to be instantly fascinated!

This is the "go-to" resource for general musical information. The definitions of formal ( i.e. classical )
terms form the largest amount of that information. There is also an abundance of more
contemporary musical definitions. There are of course many illustrations, primarily of musical
instruments, including some from antiquity. Examples from scores abound and although a bit small
are still easy to read. These examples show both basic musical functions and portions of actual
composition. The entry for acoustics has several formulas illustrating some of the fundamental laws

of that science. One cannot turn a page without seeing the names of multiple composers or



musicians with their accompanying information. In short, this book packs a lot of musical knowledge

into a reasonably compact package, an objective source of authoritative musical information.

I've been using this for 50years and my old edition had worn out. The musician’s Bible
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